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Council & Committee Meetings
• Mission Committee: Sunday, February 6, 10:30am
• Finance Committee: Tuesday, February 8, 6:30pm
• Property Committee: Wednesday, February 9, 6:30pm
• Youth & Ed Committee: Wednesday, February 16, 7:30pm
• Council: Wednesday, February 9, 7:00pm

It’s time for our New Church Photo Directory
Our Photography dates are:
Thursday, March 24, & Friday, March 25, 2:00-8:30pm
Saturday, March 26, 10:30am-5:00pm
You will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and a church directory just for
participating.

You can sign up on Sundays at
church, or
Sign up online, Monday—Friday at:
www.ucdir.com
church code: mn189
password: photos

If you have any questions, please talk
with Katie Rudeen or Pastor Amy.
We will be needing people to act as
host/hostesses for the event. If you are
able or willing to help out in any way,
please let us know.

Love Boxes
We will be sending boxes filled with goodies to our college age youth (those that have graduated
from high school in the last four years). Items to be included in the boxes are on tags in the narthex.
If you would like to purchase items, please take a tag and bring the item to the narthex by Sunday,
February 13. You can also fill out a card to be included in the box as well.

New Council Members

Zoom Bible Study

Welcome to our new council members. Thank you for
your willingness to serve our church in this way.

We will resume Zoom Bible study in
the month of February.
Bible study dates are:
Wednesday, February 2 &
Wednesday, February 16
12:30-1:00pm and 8:45-9:15pm
Our topic for the coming months is the
book of Revelation.

Our new council members are:
Cyndee Berntson, Carla Klawitter, Todd Kramer,
Steve Novotny, Cory Gee

New Lighting and Sanctuary Screens
At our annual meeting, we discussed updating the lighting in our sanctuary so that it is easier to
see when you are on the stage up front. We also discussed the possibility of adding a screen to
the front of the sanctuary for displaying song lyrics, liturgy, videos, etc.
If you are interested in learning more about this or have any questions, please reach out to one of
our property committee members, Steve Novotny, Neal Johnson, Aaron Markgraf, Thad Roebke,
or Ryan Johnson.

Register for Green Lake Bible Camp
First Lutheran’s week at camp for 2022 is
June 12-16

Registration is open now. Early bird discount ends on
February 15, 2022.
Final camper payments are due May 27, 2022
For more information and details about summer camp, go to
www.gllm.org/summer-camp.html
To register for camp, go to
www.gllm.campbrainregistration.com
Also, remember there is financial support from our church
for each student who attends camp.

Sunday School Superintendent
For the past year, our Youth & Education Committee has filled the
role, but we are still looking for a new Superintendent. This position
receives a stipend and can be done by an individual or be shared by
2 or 3 people that are willing to work together. Please prayerfully
consider if you are able and willing to serve our youngest members in
this way.
Please contact Pastor Amy or a member of the Youth & Education
Committee, Molly Kramer, Katie Rudeen, April Hubin, or Katie Ovitt
with questions or for the job description.

February Confirmation Schedule
February 2: 5:00-6:00pm—8th Grade Class
6:00-6:30pm—Meal
6:30-7:30pm—9th Grade Class
February 9: 5:45 pm—Parent Night
February 16: 5:00-6:00pm—8th & 9th Grade Class
6:00-6:30pm—Meal
February 23: 5:00-6:00pm—8th Grade Class
6:00-6:30pm—Meal
6:30-7:30pm—9th Grade Class

First Communion Classes
This year our Holy Communion instruction class will take place
on Sunday, March 27 from 12:00-3:00pm.
Any 2nd, 3rd, 4th, or 5th graders that are interested in receiving
first Holy Communion should sign up with Pastor Amy.
First Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, April 3.
Students will bake bread on Thursday, March 31 after school

First Lutheran Church Council Committees & Members
3rd Year
Molly Kramer
Aaron Markgraf
Michael Melberg
Katie Rudeen

2nd Year
Neal Johnson
Chad Paulson
Thad Roebke
Steve Swanson

1st Year
Cyndee Berntson
Carla Klawitter
Todd Kramer
Steve Novotny

Youth
Cory Gee

Sarah Circle
Sarah Circle will meet at church for Bible study on Thursday, February 17th at 5:00pm.

Hannah Circle
Hannah Circle will meet on Thursday, February 17th at 9:00am
at Gail Roebke’s home. New members are welcome!

25th Annual Christmas
Traditions Bake Sale
Thank you to all who donated food for the
bake sale and brought them packaged for
sale. We appreciated the wide variety of
food that was brought in.
The money raised for the day was
$1,860.50.
The Committee
Gail Roebke, Cyndee Berntson, Carol
Bipes, Darlene Johnson, Michelle Paulson

GLLM 2021 Annual Meeting

•
•
•

•
•

•

Tuesday, February 8, 2022
1:00pm Green Lake Bible Camp or via Zoom
A noon meal will be followed by the business
meeting.
Each congregation is encouraged to send 2
voting delegates.
All attendees, either in-person or via Zoom,
will need to register by filling out the form at
www.gllm.org/annual-meeting-registration
Meeting information and Zoom links will be
sent in the following weeks.
The 2021 Congregational Annual Report is
now available online at www.gllm.org/
promotional-materials
Exciting things are happening at camp! You
won’t want to miss this meeting!

First Lutheran’s Local Mission dollars for January will be sent to Renville County
Food Shelf. The Food Shelf helps provide food and supplies for families in need
residing in Renville County. Many families are in need and look to go to the food
shelf for help in making ends meet. A gift of cash to the food shelf allows them to
purchase food items that are needed from Second Harvest. $1 has the purchasing
power of $9 when food is purchased from Second Harvest Heartland. Support that
we give to Renville County Food Shelf and Second Harvest to feed the hungry is an opportunity to
be of service.
Global Mission for February is South African Partnership. The ELCA has companion synod
relationships that connect Lutheran churches throughout the world with ELCA synods and
congregations. These relationships are rooted in “accompaniment,” which promotes the values of
mutuality, inclusivity, vulnerability, empowerment, and sustainability. Through the program,
companion churches and ELCA synods nurture and strengthen one another for life and ministry
through prayer, study, communication, exchange of visitors, and sharing of resources. The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa - South Eastern Diocese is our synod's
companion.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please see one of the committee members, Chad
Paulson, Molly Kramer, Paulette Johnson, Keith Klawitter, Michelle Melberg, and Keith Johnson.
The Mission and Outreach Committee is looking for new members; please feel free to volunteer.

2021 Review of W/ELCA Bible Study
The Gather’s winter-spring Bible study series “Journeys with Angels” “Looking Up” explored various
kinds of angels, their place in God’s cosmos and their relationship to humans. Turnaround angels,
are those who accompany, confront or even push people into new trajectories. Comforting,
encouraging, protecting angels, are those who attend to people in distress such as Hagar, Daniel
and Jesus, the night before his crucifixion. Feasting, funny, alleluia angels, are those who firmly lead
people from bleak walls of captivity and shadows of death into the light of freedom and joy.
The Journey of Generations: intergenerational friendships are among God’s greatest gifts.
Just L.I.F.E. (Liberation Is For Everyone!), Just Wisdom, Just Truth, Just Hope.
Women of Advent: We draw strength from our spiritual grandmothers—Hannah, Mary, Elizabeth,
and Anna. These strong women are God’s people and part of a lineage of sacred ancestors who
guide us as we wait Christ’s coming. You are part of this family. You are part of a holy lineage
carrying forward the people, the purpose and the promise of God. Go in peace. Prepare the way of
the Lord.
We have come back some what to normal as of July with our activities. We provided treats and gifts
for the birthday party at the Buffalo Lake Healthcare Center. We had Pie in the Park with good
attendance. We served pie for Thanksgiving Eve service. The Annual Christmas Traditions Bake
sale also happened. We feel very fortunate that our church members respond and we all work
together for the good of the church.
We ask for God’s guidance as we look forward to the new year. Joyce Olinger, W/ELCA President

February Worship Assistants

Head Usher: Aaron Markgraf
Finance Help: Aaron Markgraf & Chad Paulson
Sound & Video Techs: Todd Kramer, Ryan Johnson
Altar Guild: Linda Knudsen, Joyce Olinger, Michelle Paulson
Acolytes
6 Brady Rudeen
13
20 Hallie Best
27 Malarie Borth

6
13
20
27

Readers
Cyndee Berntson
Callie/Ben Hable
Pam Kienholz
Linda Berntson

6
13
20
27

Usher
Steve Gee
Jason Schanil
Steve Novotny
Keith Klawitter

Greetings Church,
In my Annual Report to the congregation, I shared reflections on the past year in three themes:
Rest for the Weary: Matthew 11:28…[Jesus says] Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Strength for Today: Isaiah 41:10…So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
Hope for Tomorrow: Hebrews 10:24…And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and
good deeds.
While collectively, we may be exhausted in this pandemic that continues on…we find rest in God,
and strength in God’s promise to help us and strengthen us and hold us up…which then bolsters us
to hold on to hope for what’s to come…what the Holy Spirit is up to among us. After sharing those
thoughts, I read this reflection from Robin J. Steinke, who currently serves as the President of
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. I offer her words to you here:
“See, I Am Doing a New Thing”
Written by Robin J. Steinke, President of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN
Posted on January 19, 2022 on www.luthersem.edu/news/
“Forget the former things; Do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up;
do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness And streams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah
43:18-19)
“As we enter our third year under the stress and strain of the COVID-19 pandemic, this passage
from Isaiah might feel completely disconnected from our present reality.
After all, it seems as if the pandemic has dragged on forever. It’s exhausting to see case numbers
tick up day after day; to participate in the same arguments about masks and mandates, now so
well-worn we could probably defend our position in our sleep; to face yet another day of Zoom
meetings and frustration with our neighbors (regardless of where in the debate we happen to land);
and the grief of yet another round of variants and infection.
It can be tempting to assume that nothing has changed, that even though we turned the page on a
new year just a couple of weeks ago, nothing new is on the horizon. What “new thing” can we
possibly expect from God when everything around us feels so agonizingly, mind-numbingly familiar?
Isaiah has a word for the weary. In this passage, Isaiah asks us if we’re able to “perceive” the
new thing that God is doing. It’s an invitation to open our eyes, to look around, to wonder.
Where is God doing something new in your life?
Maybe it’s in a friendship, an opportunity, a conversation, an insight, a surprise. Maybe it’s in your
familiar routine or in the midst of the interruptions and pauses which have become the norm. Maybe
it’s somewhere you least expect it.
Isaiah has a word for the weary. In the midst of everything that’s going on around us, God is
continually making and re-making our lives, our communities, and our world. Do you not
perceive it?
Perhaps especially when we can’t see where God is at work, we live in trust of God’s promise to be
with each of us in the traumas and heartaches of this time. God will have the last word and it is a
word for the weary—of making all things new.
Blessings and hope for the new year! In Christ, Robin J. Steinke, President, Luther Seminary”
And God’s Peace be with you all! -Pastor Amy

First Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
Meeting: Wednesday, January 12, 2021
7:00 PM

Members Present: (In Person) Chad Paulson, Paulette Johnson, Molly Kramer, Steve Swanson,
Neal Johnson, Thad Roebke, Aaron Markgraf, Keith Klawitter, Michael Melberg. Pastor Amy was
also present.
Via Zoom: Katie Rudeen
Members Absent: Dan Rettmann, Emilie Hable, Steve Novotny
Devotions were led by Pastor Amy.
February Council Duties:
Head Usher, Scripture & Prayer, Communion Helper – Aaron Markgraf
Finance Helper – Aaron Markgraf and Chad Paulson
Secretary’s Report: M/S/C by Neal/Michael to approve the minutes as written with the exception of
adding Steve Novotny to the Members Present list rather than 2 Steve Swanson’s.
Pastor’s Report:
Funeral Services were held in December for Orville Dean and Lars Oakland. Christmas Eve Service
held at 1st on 12/24. BLHCC worship on 12/23. 12/26 service led by Keith and Carla Klawitter.
Beginning to plan for Lent 2022. Sunday School Christmas Program was 12/19. Confirmation
classes are ongoing with a Parent and Mentor Night focusing on prayer in December. Winter
Painting Day held on 1/9 – kids and adults painted and lunch was provided. Pastoral care visiting in
the hospital, care center and on the phone for various members. Family services in the hospital with
Orville’s family and Lar’s family; planning for funeral services. 12/22 Open Sanctuary times during
the day and evening.
Pastor Amy was asked to serve on the Religious Exemption Committee for BLHCC; have met 3
times so far. SWMN Synod Rostered Leaders’ Zoom gathering 1/11. CGP (pastoral peer group)
evaluation – via zoom & liaison meeting. Vacation days: Dec. 26-27, Dec. 30-31. Comp days: Jan. 3
-4 (from Dec. 28-29)
THANK YOU’S
To the funeral committee and volunteer workers for serving at Orville and Lars’ services
To all who helped to decorate and undecorate for Christmas, to the alter guild for tending to
all the poinsettias, and to all who helped to lead the Sunday School Program, especially
Katie Rudeen, Stacie Kramer, Chelsey Rettmann and Heather VanderVoort.
To Katie Rudeen for all the behind-the-scenes & front of worship she does week in and week
out in service to the congregation, as church secretary, worship and music coordinator and
church musician.
To our council members ending their terms: Paulette Johnson, Keith Klawitter, Steve
Novotny, Dan Rettmann and Emilie Hable for their time and dedication to the church
council.
CALENDAR – Upcoming Dates & Event
Jan 23
Annual Meeting at 10:15 AM, potluck breakfast items or dessert foods
Jan 27-28
Pastor Amy at CGP Kick-Off Retreat at Green Lake Bible Camp
Finance Committee: (Met last night)
December Income: $37,641.47
December Expenses: $ 18,096.49
Year to Date Income: $201,743.08
Year to Date Budgeted Income: $170,791.00
Year to Date Surplus for 2021: $30,952.08

2022 Proposed Budget of $178,460.00 was reviewed. M/S/C by Neal/Aaron to approve presenting
the congregation of this proposed budget at the Annual Meeting.
Youth and Education Committee: (Will meet on January 19th)
Past Events:
December 19 – Sunday School Christmas Program
January 9 – Painting Day at First – lots of fun. 9 kids and 15 adults painted.
1st Lutheran’s week at Green Lake Lutheran Ministries is scheduled for June 12-16 (Same as
Confirmation Camp at Camp House)
Worship and Music Committee:
Christmas Eve 2021 – Service was very nice and many enjoyed being back in the church. Many also
watched via Facebook Live.
Thanks to Carla and Keith for leading worship on Dec. 26 th
Property Committee:
Elevator – The elevator may or may not be able to be repaired. More information to come.
Handrails put up going down to the Social Hall. Staining will be done soon.
Personnel Committee:
Handed out Christmas Cards and an appreciation gift to Pastor Amy and all Church staff.
Suggestion was made for the Janitor to have a time sheet for accountability of her hours and time
spent at church.
Mission and Outreach Committee:
February Missions:
Local: Renville County Food Shelf
Global: South African Partnership
Giving Tree was up in November and December for socks, underwear, t-shirt. Even though the tree
is down, items are still needed.
Renville County Food Shelf collection at First went well. Emilie was the liaison between BLHS
National Honor Society and she was very grateful for all that First Lutheran donated.
Old and New Business:
Thanks to those who took down and put away Christmas decorations.
Katie and Pastor Amy are meeting with Clyde from Universal Church Directories on January 24 th –
photos will be taken March 24-26. More info to come.
Area Church updates: Zion voted to leave ELCA and join LCMC. They are working on a job
description. Pastor Paul’s last worship with Zion was on Christmas Eve. Pastor Paul is doing
services for both St. Paul’s and Swedlanda for approximately the next 4 months. Looking for some
sort of agreement with the synod. St. Paul’s and Swedlanda have a joint call committee with 3
representatives from each church.
Lent 2022 – Ash Wednesday is March 2nd. St. Paul’s and Swedlanda would like to rotate through the
3 churches. Decided to rotate services in the three churches but we would like to host Maundy
Thursday. Discussion held on inviting Swedlanda and St Paul’s to First Lutheran so our video
system can be used. If Pastor Paul were to leave, we would review hosting all remaining services in
our church.
New Council members names: Cyndee Berntson, Carla Klawitter, Todd Kramer and Steve Novotny.
1 to 2 Youth are still needed for council. Dessert Potluck will be held during the Annual Meeting.
Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 23rd at 10:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
M/S/C by Paulette/Thad to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michelle Paulson, Council Secretary

These are the unapproved council minutes

February
1 Stacy Kirschbaum
Kiana Johnson
8 Sally Mellies
9 Todd Kramer
Anita Pettis
Alexis Becker
Payton Markgraf
10 Kurt Klawitter
Anthony Rudeen
12 Linda Berntson
13 Morgan Baldry
15 Brigitte Reuber-Christopher
16 Josh VanderVoort
17 Andrew Markgraf
Daniel Rettmann
19 Anders Swanson

23 Jennifer Peterson
26 Jack Kirschbaum
Andrew Karlson
Emma Karlson

Derek Schanil
Dave Nelson
Susan Puchalski
Lila Burmeister
Kyle Geyer
Bill Seitzer
Ongoing Prayer Concerns

These names will not be spoken during worship,
but please continue to keep them in your prayers

David Loftness
Randy Kramer
Rhonda Reynolds
Cindy Olson
If you have a prayer request, either for the
prayers made by the congregation on Sunday
morning, or by the Prayer Chain any day of the
week, please call the church office or any
member of the Prayer Chain. If you would like to
become a member of the Prayer Chain, please
e-mail or call the church office.

